
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation (PRRO) 

200852 

(Jan 2016-2018) 257.1 m 
48.1 m 
(19%) 

15.9 m  

44% 

Country Programme (CP) 

200894 
(Jan 2016 – Dec 2020) 103.4m 

10.1 m  
(10%) 

3 m 
(27%) 

Post-Harvest Food Loss Reduction in Uganda through improved 

Storage and Handling at the start of the Supply Chain 

SO 200836 

(May 2015-May 2016)    5.7m 
2.2 m  
(38%) 

n/a 

*April-September 2016 

All three projects are aligned with Sustainable 

Development Goal (SDG) 2 - Zero Hunger: 

PRRO 200852: The protracted relief and recovery 

(PRRO) has three components: 

i) meeting the food and nutrition requirements of 

refugees through general food assistance (food or 

cash), nutrition - including the mother and child 

health and nutrition (MCHN) programme - and 

support to livelihoods through post-harvest food 

reductions;  

ii) building resilience in Karamoja; and 

iii) supporting government capacity building in the 

area of emergency preparedness and refugees 

By distributing cash, WFP offers a greater choice and 

flexibility for communities to satisfy their household 

food needs and diversify their diets. This boosts their 

food security. 

CP 200894: The country programme (CP) is 

implemented in collaboration with the government’s 

health, nutrition and education systems. It 

concentrates on:  

i) preventing stunting by focusing on a child’s first 

1,000 days  

ii) addressing micronutrient deficiencies through 

home fortification  
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In Numbers 

400,000 refugees currently assisted by WFP 

745,000 to be assisted in Karamoja 

1 million in need of food and nutrition assistance 
 

60% 40% 

People Assisted 
March 2016 

 

WFP Assistance 

 

March 2016 

 

Highlights 

 WFP is providing food assistance to about 

400,000 refugees through cash-based transfers 

(CBTs) and provision of food.  

 

 WFP has expanded CBTs among refugees to 

allow them to purchase food of their choice. As 

at the end of March, more than 50,000 refugees 

were receiving CBTs.  

iii) treating moderate acute malnutrition;  

iv) provision of school meals to increase enrolment 

and attendance including through home-grown 

school feeding; and 

v) agriculture and market support (AMS) for 

increased market access among smallholder 

farmer groups. This component includes the 

Purchase for Progress (P4P) initiative 

SO 200836: The Special Operation addresses two of 

the five objectives of the UN Secretary General's 

Zero Hunger Challenge, namely:  

i) increased smallholder productivity and income 

and  

ii) zero loss or waste of food through 

implementation of post-harvest loss reduction 

initiatives.  

From June 2016 onward, this project will be 

incorporated into the AMS/P4P programme. 

 

 

Credit: WFP/Rein Skullerud 
Caption: Women trained with WFP’s support process at 
a community store also provided by WFP 
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Operational Updates 

 WFP is providing food assistance to over 400,000 

refugees through six reception centres (cooked 

meals) and nine settlements in the West Nile and 

South West regions (monthly cash or food rations 

and nutrition and livelihoods support). The total 

number of refugees’ in the country has reached 

520,000, which is the highest in Uganda’s history, 

and 77 percent of all the refugees are women and 

children. 

 WFP has expanded its cash-based transfer (CBT) 

programme among refugees in an effort to provide 

them with a greater choice (between food and 

cash) and flexibility to satisfy their household food 

needs, diversify their diets and become more food 

secure. More than 50,000 refugees received cash in 

March as compared to 35,000 in December 2015 

and less than 5,000 in December 2014. By 

distributing cash, there are cost-savings because of 

the minimal associated costs such as transport. 

Refugees who have lived in Uganda longer are 

given a choice between food and cash in 

settlements where food markets are functional. 

 WFP has changed its strategy in Karamoja from 

providing five cycles annually of unconditional food 

assistance to extremely vulnerable households and 

will gradually incorporate the distributions in WFP’s 

wider safety net programme for building resilience, 

including food/cash-for-assets. It is hoped that 

these efforts will increase the household’s own self-

reliance and resilience in the face of future shocks 

and stressors.  

Challenges 

 The UNHCR/WFP Food Security and Nutrition 

Survey conducted in all settlements in December 

2015 found Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) rates 

at “serious” levels in Adjumani (11 percent) and 

“poor” levels in Rhino Camp (10.5 percent). 

Anaemia prevalence in children aged 6-59 months 

in all settlements combined was at critical levels 

(48.4 percent) with the West Nile settlements 

scoring highest. The continued influx of refugees is 

worsening the situation as most of the children 

arriving in the country are already malnourished. 

WFP is implementing nutrition interventions aimed 

at treating and preventing moderate acute 

malnutrition among children under five years, 

pregnant women and breastfeeding mothers.  

 The UNICEF/WFP December 2015 FSNA found that 

43 percent of households were food insecure 

compared to 39 in December 2014. The GAM 

prevalence among children aged 6-23 months was 

at critical levels in all districts except Amudat. GAM 

levels in Karamoja over the last five years are 

worsening. Anaemia prevalence among children 

aged 6-59 months is critical at 57.2 percent. The 

report indicates that infant and young child feeding 

practices are poor in all districts. Karamoja has 
experienced three consecutive years of poor crop 

performance, a factor which is escalating food 

shortages and limiting the impact of WFP’s 

assistance. 

 
 
 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

The Karamoja sub-region is Uganda’s poorest, with 

chronic food insecurity, poor access to basic social 

services such as education and health, 

environmental degradation, erratic rainfall and 

recurrent droughts. Despite improved security in the 

region, a combination of these factors has 

undermined the capacity of households to meet 

their basic nutritional needs, and led to high rates of 

wasting and stunting at 7.1 and 45 percent, 

respectively (2011, Government data). 

Uganda’s population is growing at a rate of 3.03 

percent. Its life expectancy is 59 and its poverty 

head count ratio is 19.7 percent and per capita GDP 

is USD 596 (World Bank 2012/13). The economic 

growth rate averaged 5.5 percent between 2010 

and 2014. Per capita income growth stands at about 

2 percent, but poverty is still widespread.  

The discovery of significant oil reserves is expected 

to boost future economic growth. The second 

National Development Plan, which came into effect 

in June 2015, focuses on improving agriculture, 

tourism and growth through the minerals/oil/gas 

industry. 

 

 

Chronic malnutrition: 33% of 

children between 6-59 months 

Donors 

USA, UK, Japan, European Commission, Multilateral 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2015 Human Development Index: 

163 out of 188 

Income Level: Low Income 

Contact info: Lydia Wamala 

Country Director: Michael Dunford 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/uganda  

Population: 34.8 million 

 


